DANUBIAN    DESTINY
(ii) The New Czecho-Slovalcia
The extent of the political revolution which Munich
accomplished in Czechoslovakia is best gauged by the
resignation of President Benes. This resignation was a
recognition that the dependence of Czechoslovakia
upon the two western democratic Great Powers, and on
the League of Nations which they headed, was changed
into dependence on Germany. Though the new Presi-
dent, Dr Hacha, was a democratic and eminent jurist,
the new Government began its work by ' purging7 State
offices of adherents to the policy of the two great Presi-
dents, Masaryk and Benes. An anti-Semitic movement
and programme was launched in deference to German
susceptibilities; the Communist Party was dissolved;
Communist and Socialist newspapers were confiscated
and banned; a drastic Press censorship prevented publi-
cation of anything uncongenial to Germany; and a
regime of " authoritarian democracy/' as it was called,
was inaugurated.
The new Czecho-Slovak Government itself was testi-
mony to the degree of the new state's dependence on
Germany. As a result of dismemberment of the former
state in favour of Germany, Poland, and Hungary,
Slovakia and Ruthenia were granted autonomy within a
new federal state. But at the centre the Slovaks and
Ruthenians naturally had to be represented. This gave
rise to a serious fissure in the structure of internal
politics, for the Nazi Party in Germany had long sup-
ported the autonomists of Slovakia, who until his death
in the early summer of 1938 were led by Father Hlinka.
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